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South Shore Security was on the
set of Trading Spaces this

       August, when the nationally
acclaimed series came to Massachu-

Anthony Froio

Fire Preven-
tion Week

took place
from October
5-11, 2003.
This annual
event, and the
sobering
realities of
recent facility
fires, are
important

reminders that we need to stay
informed about fire safety at our
clients’ sites.

According to a 2002 National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA)
analysis, a fire department responds
to a fire somewhere in the nation
every 19 seconds. Structure fires
occur at a rate of one every 61
seconds. Although many of these
incidents occur in residences, office
buildings and commercial facilities
are not immune to this threat.

This issue features an article
dedicated to fire preparedness and
prevention strategies. Now is the
perfect time to revisit our
responsibilities and ask ourselves if
we’re doing our part to minimize
on-site hazards. Civilian injuries
and losses are all the more tragic
when we learn how simple the
countermeasures can be.

Trading continued on page 4

South Shore Security ensures safety on
the set of Trading Spaces

Trading Spaces carpenter Amy Wynn (right)
poses with South Shore Security’s Cambie Swift

setts. Banyan
Productions, the
company behind
the home
makeover program,
hired South Shore
Security to provide
complete, 24-hour
coverage for three
shows being taped
in different
locations through-
out the Bay State.
The shows, which
aired in October,
were filmed in
Plymouth, Boston
and Sudbury.
South Shore
Security officers
were on-hand to
oversee crowd and
traffic control,
while acting as informational resources
for cast and crew.

Billed as “how to with a neighborly
twist,” Trading Spaces is a winning
formula that involves friendships, quick
and creative interior decorating on the
cheap and the surprises that ensue. Two

couples are given two days, and a budget
of $1000 each, to completely redecorate
a chosen room in the others’ home.
Homeowner reactions range from joy to

tears upon seeing
their friends’
dramatic creations.
Each one-hour
episode requires
approximately three
days of intense
filming, making
security coverage a
necessity, every step
of the way.

Many South Shore
Security officers
were also fans of the
cable television
series, and enjoyed
being part of its
behind-the-scenes
success. “There has
been a steady
stream of people
coming by trying to

get a glimpse of the cast and crew,
especially Ty (Pennington, a carpenter
and popular cast member),” reported
George Blanche, Site Supervisor and
officer on duty at one of the homes
in Plymouth.
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Fire Prevention and
Preparedness
by Mike Svizzero, Director of Sales and Services

Security Officers

The latest employment information from the U.S Department of
Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics shows that security officer jobs
are expected to grow “faster than the average for all occupations”

through 2010. This is due to continued concern about crime, vandalism
and terrorism increasing the need for security.

Enlisting the services of a
security firm is easier and
less costly than assuming
direct responsibility for
hiring, training and manag-
ing a team of security
officers. As a result, job
growth is expected among
contract security agencies.

South Shore Security
officers come from a wide
range of backgrounds and

are at various stages in their careers.  Although there are many types of
individuals who have what it takes to become uniformed security officers,
three categories of individuals are highly popular recruits for security
officer positions.

Recent retirees are a viable group that still has a lot to offer the work
force. Being a South Shore Security officer provides a great way to
continue contributing to the work force.

College graduates who want to forge a career in law or law enforcement
are also excellent recruits for security officer positions. Many South Shore

Security officers have
degrees in criminal justice
or pre-law.

Additionally, full-time
workers looking for a
part-time employment
opportunity to supplement
their income often find
rewarding work as security
professionals.

South Shore Security staff
come from, or often
graduate into, law enforce-

ment (on local, state and federal levels), the military, facilities manage-
ment, alarm systems and health care. No matter what field they come
from, they are all united through rigorous training and a commitment to
excellence in every aspect of their site assignments. For more information
about employment opportunities at South Shore Security, or to apply
online, visit www.southshoresecurity.com.

Message from Mike

Mike Svizzero
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Fire prevention and preparedness
require a combination of good

sense and defensive measures. Periodic
workplace inspections and a little

common sense
are the best
defenses against
fires at your site.
Here are some
basic rules you
should observe.

It’s important to
keep combus-
tible items such
as paper and
cardboard away

from electrical panels and out of
stairwells. Electrical items should be
kept in good working order, with
periodic checks for frayed cords,
broken plugs and overloaded outlets.
Use timers that automatically shut off
coffee makers and other appliances.
Passageways or exits should never be
blocked, and stacked items should not
interfere with sprinkler systems. Space
heaters also pose great danger to a
facility and should never be used.

Be prepared for a fire emergency.
Keep a list of important phone num-
bers nearby. Learn the location of
manual emergency pull-stations,
extinguisher cabinets, fire exit stair-
wells and fire doors in your work area.
Finally, assign a safety officer (and an
alternate) who will direct personnel
during a fire alarm.

Safety officers play a critical and
important role in fire prevention and
preparedness. They should familiarize
staff and co-workers with procedures
for handling emergencies and act as a
liaison between management and their
department. Safety officers should also
evaluate and report any problems or
useful information after an evacuation.
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Safe Shopping
The holidays are just around the corner. Keep your shopping sprees safe by
taking the following precautions:

On August 28, Gene Simmons,
      the colorful lead singer of the
rock band KISS, made an appearance
at Border’s Books & Music in
Boston. The famous front man was
on-hand to sign copies of his new

Madeleine Albright book signing

In the field

book and speak
with gathered
fans. South Shore
Security officers
provided coverage
at the event,
including crowd
control and loss
prevention.
Thanks to the on-
site security team,
the event went

smoothly – and music lovers got a
chance to connect with a living legend!

Former Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright also paid a visit to Boston
on September 22. Albright was the

featured guest at
Border’s in Down-
town Crossing,
where she pro-
moted her new
book, Madame
Secretary. South
Shore Security
officers provided
full security detail
at the event.

Purses that zip or snap shut are much safer than those that stay open on top.
Wear a purse with a long strap crossed over your chest (this deters theft).

Know where your children are at all times. It’s very easy for kids to be lured
away by the bright lights and festive atmosphere of the mall during
the holidays.

Drop off big loads of shopping bags in your car’s trunk instead of carrying
them through stores, restaurants and high-traffic areas.

Remember where your car is parked by recognizing details around you, such as
the nearest store entrance.

Have your keys in-hand when you leave the building to return to your car.

Mike continued from page 2

In the event of an evacuation, all
occupants must leave the area imme-
diately and go directly to a predeter-
mined evacuation meeting site. Upper
level occupants should utilize the
nearest available stairwell, descending
in single file and staying on the right
side of the stairwell to allow emer-
gency personnel quick access via the
left side.

There are different types of extinguish-
ers used for the three major classes of
fires. A multi-purpose dry chemical
type, labeled “A-B-C,” puts out most
types of fires. It is critical to identify
the type of fire you are facing before
attempting to use an extinguisher:

Ordinary Combustibles
    (paper, cloth, wood, rubber, plastics)
    An extinguisher with the green
    symbol A should be used.

Flammable Liquids
    (oils, greases, paints)
    An extinguisher with the red symbol
    B should be used.

Electrical Equipment
    (wiring, appliances)
    An extinguisher with the blue
    symbol C should be used.

While civilians should not attempt to
fight a fire, all staff should have a
working knowledge of the proper use
of a fire extinguisher. When used
correctly, it can keep small fires from
escalating into larger ones, provide an
escape route through a fire, and/or
help contain a fire until emergency
personnel arrive. Learn to P-A-S-S:
Pull the pin (some units require
releasing a lock hatch, pressing a
puncture lever or other motion); Aim
the extinguisher nozzle at the base of
the fire; Squeeze the extinguisher
handle; and Sweep from side to side,
slowly, at the base of the fire. If the
fire enlarges and is not able to be
extinguished or controlled in a safe
manner, exit the area, making sure to
close doors to slow the spread.
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� Never hold your bag open and fish for your keys
while standing outside your car.

Dress simply and comfortably. Someone
wearing designer duds and lots of jewelry is
more likely to be targeted than a shopper
sporting jeans, sneakers and a baseball cap.

Resist the urge to put change, bills
and credit cards in your coat
pockets. They could fall out easily.

For more safety tips, check
out our updates at
www.southshoresecurity.com.
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Trading continued from page 1

George Blanche supervises one of the Trading Spaces homes

Ador Lopez joined South Shore
Security in July 2002 as a Security

Officer. Currently, he works in a
Cambridge facility where he is respon-

Ador Lopez

Staff Spotlight

sible for hourly
facility patrols,
perimeter
security and
access control.

Ador has also
performed loss
prevention at a
variety of retail establishments in the
Downtown Crossing area of Boston.
His valuable industry experience comes
in handy when he is occasionally asked
to fill in at other facilities in the
Boston area.

A native of the Philippines, Ador lives in
Quincy. South Shore Security applauds
Ador’s strong work ethic and willingness
to lend a hand, wherever he is needed!

South Shore Security

on the set of

Trading Spaces

The first of the three
locations was filmed on
Barnfield Drive in
Plymouth. This particular
show was aired as the
series’ 100th episode, so
the standard budget was
increased to $50,000 per
home! Producers on-set
shuttled between the
houses on golf carts,
talking on cell phones and
maintaining an air of busy
excitement, while dozens of fans gathered around, trying to sneak a peek at their
favorite celebrities. One block down the road from George, officer Cambie Swift added,
“The cast has been wonderful. They’ve been signing autographs for fans and coming
out to talk during breaks. It’s been great to work on this set.”

 “Trading Spaces production officials said they were very happy with South Shore
Security’s services,” said Mike Svizzero, Director of Sales and Services. “They said they
plan to call us whenever they, or other related productions, come to this region.”

Other notable Trading Spaces personalities who worked on the Massachusetts sets
included host Paige Davis, designers Laurie Hickson-Smith and Douglas Wilson and
carpenter Amy Wynn Pastor.
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